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Planning Board Committee Meeting Minutes

October 5, 2021

Present

Mayor Basil Stewart
Councillor Bruce MacDougall
Councillor Justin Doiron
Councillor Barb Ramsay, Co-Chair
Councillor Cory Snow
Councillor Greg Campbell
Councillor Brian McFeely, Chair
Councillor Carrie Adams, Co-Chair
Kristen Dunsford, Director of Financial Services
Gordon MacFarlane, Deputy CAO and Director of HR & Legal Affairs
Aaron MacDonald. Director of Technical Services
Linda Stevenson, Development Officer
Brian Hawrylak, HR Officer
Members of the Media
Members of the Public

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order

Agenda was approved as amended removing 715 Water Street east from the agenda.

715 Water Street east – Restricted use

This item was removed from the agenda.

129 South Drive – Major variance

Purpose: The purpose of the major variance is to allow a proposed semi-detached building at 129 South
Drive.

Background: An application was received from Claire and Andrew Carr to allow a proposed semi-
detached dwelling at 129 South Drive, in the R2 zone. A semi-detached dwelling is a permitted use in
the R2 zone, but the existing lot width does not comply with the required street frontage for a semi-
detached dwelling.
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Report:

The proposed lot frontage for a semi-detached dwelling is 23m, the City of Summerside Zoning Bylaw
states a minimum lot frontage of 26m is required for a semi-detached dwelling in the R2 zone. The
applicant is requesting approval of a variance of 12% to the lot frontage.

Justification for Variance: As required by Section 7.2 of the City Zoning Bylaw SS-15 (2007) Council,
Planning Board and the Development Officer shall consider the variance, against the following tests for
justifying a variance:

a. That the hardship is due to unique physical conditions of the lot or property, including small lot
size, irregular lot shape, existing building location on the property, or exceptional topographical
conditions, which make it impractical to develop in strict conformity with Bylaw standards.
Exceptional topographical conditions may include, but are not limited to: trees, slope of the land,
etc.
Staff Comment: Yes, this variance request would meet this test. The characteristics of the lot has
impact on the requirement for the variance as the lot size is existing, not a newly created lot.

b. That the proposed variance meets the general intent of the official plan.
Staff Comment: Yes, this variance request would meet this test. The existing lot land use is
residential.

c. That the proposed variance meets the general intent of the zone.
Staff Comment: Yes, this variance request would meet this test. The proposed semi-detached
building meets the required, front, rear and side yard setbacks. The variance will not impact the
required setbacks on the existing neighbours. The variance impacts the semi-detached units
only.

d. That the proposed variance would not impact negatively on adjacent properties, or on the
essential character of the surrounding neighborhood, including taking into consideration any
comments from neighbors.
Staff Comment: Yes, this variance request would meet this test. Twelve (12) letters were
delivered to 9 properties within 30m of the boundaries of the subject property. The property is
bordered by neighbours on west, east and north boundaries, and the street on the south
boundary. Comments from adjacent property owners were due on or before September 21,
2021. Written comments were received, in the form of a letter and is included in this report.
The letter was hand delivered to City Hall and was unsigned, however there is an address and
Property number (136 South Drive, PID #68031). The letter is opposing front yard issues, where
as the variance being considered is for lot frontage. The author of the letter may not
understand the terminology of front yard vs lot frontage. The applicant is seeking a narrower lot
not that the building be allowed to be closer to South Drive.

The City’s zoning by-law provides regulations for the uses of land and location of buildings on a property.
It is difficult for zoning by-law provisions to take into account all circumstances such as pertaining to lot
sizes, lot shapes, pie shaped lots, property line yard setbacks or topographic conditions, which may impact
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the development of a particular property. The hardship for a variance cannot be an economic one, but
must be technical in nature.

The size and shape of the property or the design of a building/ project may prevent the owner from fully
meeting all of the provisions of the zoning by-law. In such cases, a variance is a mechanism which is used
to provide some degree of flexibility and discretion in applying the strict provisions of the by-law. As a
general principle, a variance must maintain the general intent and purpose of the zoning by-law. It should
never be used as a mechanism to circumvent or frustrate the intent of the by-law. For example, a variance
cannot be used to create a land use or to fully eliminate a required yard setback.

Any person who is dissatisfied by a decision of Council or the Development Officer made under the Zoning
Bylaw, may appeal to the Island Regulatory and Appeals Commission within twenty-one (21) days of the
decision in accordance with the Planning Act.

STAFF REVIEW: Staff support the lot frontage variance of 12% for a proposed semi-detached dwelling at
129 South Drive.

As per Section 5.10 (b, iii) of the Zoning Bylaw, the Planning Board shall make a recommendation to
Council on this application before it is approved or denied.

The planning board recommendation whether carried or defeated will be brought forward for Council
for a final decision.

PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATION: The application from Claire and Andrew Carr for PID #68015
for a lot frontage variance of 12% be recommended to be approved by Council.

Moved by: Councillor Adams Seconded by: Councillor Ramsay

Discussion:

Councillor Snow asked if there was a name attached to the letter written in other than an address and
they should have been reached out to.

Staff clarified that the variance is for the total frontage of the lot, not how close it will be to the side
yard. The front lot still has to be a minimum 20 feet (6 meters)distance from the street.

Staff stated that 0-10% variance can be approved by staff and anything 10% to 50% variance would
come to Council for approval.

Motion:

Carried X For 4

Defeated Against 0
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Adjournment

Motion It was moved and seconded;
That The meeting be adjourned.
Motion Carried
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Technical Services Committee Meeting Minutes

October 5, 2021

Present

Mayor Basil Stewart
Councillor Bruce MacDougall
Councillor Justin Doiron, Chair
Councillor Barb Ramsay
Councillor Cory Snow, Co-Chair
Councillor Greg Campbell
Councillor Brian McFeely
Gordon MacFarlane, Deputy CAO and Director of HR & Legal Affairs
Kristen Dunsford, Director of Finance
Brian Hawrylak, HR Officer
Aaron MacDonald, Director of Technical Services
Members of the Media
Members of the Public

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order

Agenda was approved

Crosswalk on MacEwen (near Elizabeth)

Councillor Adams stated that there is no sidewalk on the side of the street with Elizabeth Avenue.
Councillor Campbell stated that there are now more units on MacEwen Road, with more to come and it
will make crossing the road more difficult.

Staff stated when the Foxland development becomes further developed, they will probably have to look
at something near Craig Avenue. The current development on MacEwen Road has a bit wider shoulder
to allow some walking on that side.

Adjournment

Motion It was moved and seconded;
That The meeting be adjourned.
Motion Carried
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Bylaw & Policy Review Committee Meeting Minutes

October 5, 2021

Present

Mayor Basil Stewart
Councillor Bruce MacDougall
Councillor Justin Doiron, Co-Chair
Councillor Barb Ramsay
Councillor Cory Snow
Councillor Greg Campbell
Councillor Brian McFeely
Councillor Carrie Adams, Chair
Kristen Dunsford, Director of Financial Services
Gordon MacFarlane, Deputy CAO and Director of HR & Legal Affairs
Brian Hawrylak, HR Officer
Aaron MacDonald, Director of Technical Services
Members of the Media

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order

Agenda was approved

Public meeting notifications

Councillor Adams stated that recently she had an issue with the notifications for meetings in social media
as one was not recently advertised there. Staff stated that the advertising has met the criteria but adding
social media can be done.

Councillor Adams stated that in the policy for meeting notification, social media is not listed ad a medium
and adding social media platforms as a method of notification may be timely.

Staff suggested that the committee should further meet to determine what updates would have to be
made to bylaws or policies to determine what changes should be made. Councillors can send their
recommendations to Councillor Adams.

Adjournment

Motion It was moved and seconded;
That The meeting be adjourned.
Motion Carried
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Community Services Committee Meeting Minutes

October 5, 2021

Present

Mayor Basil Stewart
Deputy Mayor Norma McColeman
Councillor Bruce MacDougall
Councillor Justin Doiron
Councillor Barb Ramsay
Councillor Cory Snow, Chair
Councillor Greg Campbell
Councillor Brian McFeely
Councillor Carrie Adams, Co-Chair
Kristen Dunsford, Director of Financial Services
Gordon MacFarlane, Deputy CAO and Director of HR & Legal Affairs
JP DesRosier, Director of Community Services
Brian Hawrylak, HR Officer
Members of the Media

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order

Agenda was approved

Bowling lanes

Councillor Snow provided an update on some repairs at the bowling lanes. Some repairs have been
completed and parts are on order for other repairs. Covid has delayed the expected delivery. Six of the
eight lanes are running.

Summerside Golf Course

Councillor McFeely stated that it is disappointing to hear that the course will be closed for an extended
period of time. He stated that members are upset. While the City does not have an authority over the
course, they can advocate on behalf of residents. He stated that a number of Councillor had a tour in
August of the resort and there was a significant amount of work done. Councillor McFeely did get
confirmation from the owner that the course would re-open as a public course.
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Councillor McFeely has requested that a letter be sent from the Mayor to the course owner that would
seek confirmation that the course upgrade would be complete in a timely manner, that the course would
reopen as a public course accessible to residents of the area and that the membership rate would remain
affordable upon re-opening.

Councillor Adams stated that while the golf course it outside of the City, permits issued would be
provincially issued. Confirmation was provided that a loan guarantee was provided a few years ago, but
a significant piece of land was provided as a guarantee. She also stated that with a closure, the junior
program participants will have to go to another course.

Adjournment

Motion It was moved and seconded;
That The meeting be adjourned.
Motion Carried
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Police, Fire & Emergency Planning Committee Meeting

Minutes

October 5, 2021

Present

Mayor Basil Stewart
Councillor Bruce MacDougall
Councillor Justin Doiron
Councillor Barb Ramsay, Chair
Councillor Cory Snow
Councillor Greg Campbell, Co-Chair
Councillor Brian McFeely
Councillor Carrie Adams
Kristen Dunsford, Director of Financial Services
Gordon MacFarlane, Deputy CAO and Director of HR & Legal Affairs
Brian Hawrylak, HR Officer
A/Chief Sinclair Walker, Police Services
Ron Enman, Fire Chief
Members of the Media
Members of the public

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order

Agenda was approved

West Drive speeding

Councillor MacDougall stated that there have been concerns raised regarding speeding on West Drive.
He stated that since the rotary went it at Slemon Park, West Drive sees more traffic. He stated that he
would like to see the speed limit on West Drive from Briggs Street to South Drive be reduced to 40km/h
from 50km/hr.

Sarah Boeker, West Drive, West Drive, stated that there are a lot of families on the street and speeding
occurs day and night. She stated that they realize larger trucks have to do business, but their speed is a
concern.



Police, Fire & Emergency Planning Committee Meeting Minutes October 5, 2021 Page 2

Acting Police Chief Walker, state that the traffic counter was placed recently and many of the vehicles do
speed over the posted speed limit. He stated that there is a higher percentage of speeding heading west
than east.

Police Services will put a speed sign on West Drive heading west and compare the traffic and speed
statistics.

Councillor Snow stated that it may be worthwhile to ask the province about a dedicated right turning lane
onto South Drive off of the highway.

Councillor MacDougall presented a petition on behalf of the residents to provide a solution to the
speeding vehicles. He asked to have results at the next committee meeting.

Staff to also look at having a school zone on South Drive for the French school and Greenfield school.

Open Fires

Councillor McFeely stated that he has heard concerns over the years regarding backyard fires
inconveniencing neighbors with them having to close their windows because of the smoke.

All Councillors with the exception of Councillor Doiron have received a few complaints over the years that
were passed on to city administration to follow up on.

Currently the City does not have a bylaw regarding backyard fires. Staff stated that in recent years, the
City has tried to educate and provide information on backyard fire guidelines.

Fire Chief Enman stated that he believes education is key in knowing what the guidelines are. He follows
up on complaints when the are received and he passes on the guidelines to the residents.

Adjournment

Motion It was moved and seconded;
That The meeting be adjourned.
Motion Carried
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Electric Committee Meeting Minutes

October 5, 2021

Present

Mayor Basil Stewart
Councillor Bruce MacDougall
Councillor Justin Doiron
Councillor Barb Ramsay
Councillor Cory Snow
Councillor Greg Campbell, Chair
Councillor Brian McFeely
Councillor Carrie Adams
Rob Philpott, Chief Administrative Officer
Kristen Dunsford, Director of Financial Services
Gordon MacFarlane, Deputy CAO and Director of HR & Legal Affairs
Greg Gaudet, Director of Municipal Services
Brian Hawrylak, HR Officer
Members of the Media

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order

Agenda was approved

Power outages notifications

Councillor Doiron stated that during the last power outage he received a couple of messages from people
who were not aware of the power outage, one was at the hospital. The other message was from someone
who relied on medical equipment.

He stated that the City does have methods of notifications, through advertising, social media and
notification lists and phone registry.

He requested that it may be helpful to send notices in the utility bills the ways that the public can be
informed when there are planned power outages. Councillor Ramsay stated that from what she
understands, city residents on Maritime Electric receive a phone call.

Councillor Ramsay stated that Fire Services has a list of residents on oxygen.
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Councillor Doiron stated on the website, there is a “contact us” link and it would make more sense to have
a form to complete rather than send someone an email.

Adjournment

Motion It was moved and seconded;
That The meeting be adjourned.
Motion Carried


